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PHOTOGRAPHS OF BOOKS SPEAK VOLUMES 

(Cleveland, OH) People are used to seeing books of photographs; photographs of hooks are 
a different story. Cuban-born photographer Abelardo Morell does indeed tell a different story 
in Abelardo Morell Photographs: Pictured Pages, a new exhibition at the Cleveland Mu- 
seum of Art that features his striking images of antique illustrated books from the collections 
of the Boston Athenaeum and the public library in Brookline, Massachusetts. This new exhi- 
bition, on view in gallery 105 from March 12 to May 28, 1998, features eighteen 20 x 24- 
inch black-and-white prints. Admission is free. 

Morell, born in Havana in 1948 and now a professor at the Massachusetts College of 
Art in Boston, recalled in a 1995 Boston Globe article that his interest in bound volumes be- 
gan in his childhood when “my Uncle Juan was training as an architect and often allowed me 
to explore in his study, where I found a collection of exotic-looking volumes. I still remember 
the smells and pleasures of that room, and the excitement of looking at the pictures in those 
architectural tomes. They helped me to imagine things and to travel to places in my mind.” 

With his 4 x 5 view camera, Morell brings his viewers along for that ride. In these 
still-life compositions, the book illustrations are distorted and cropped by the photographer’s 
dramatic choices of natural lighting and low-angle perspective and sometimes blurred by 
movement or shallow focus. They evoke surreal landscapes, while the words on the page be- 
come elements of texture and design as well as sequences of symbols with semantic meanings. 
Says Richard Woodward in the Smithsonian Institution’s 1995 publication A Camera in a 
Room: Photographs by Abelardo Morell, “Not only has he taken startling pictures unlike any 
in the history of photography, he has done so... without resorting to the stale tricks of surrealist 
collage or computerized postmodern manipulation.” 

Curator of Contemporary Art and Photography Tom Hinson, who organized the exhi- 
bition, sums up the multi-layered richness of Morell’ s Pictured Pages: 

Morell creates striking prints with a tonal range from stark white to dense, 
impenetrable black — and in the process a recognizable object metamorphoses 
into a startling new reality, enriched with a sense of wonder and mystery. His 
evocative images, densely packed with layers of metaphor and narrative, offer 
exciting new ways to read an old book. 
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